Concierge’s Music Venue and Bar Recommendations:
Austin Music Hall: An Austin classic reborn, the music hall reopened after major renovations in the Fall of ’07. Expect musical acts ranging from local favorites playing charity benefits to nationally renown touring acts. This venue has the ability to feel large or small, accommodating a varying range of artists. Warehouse District. 208 Nueces St. Advanced tickets recommended. 
Antone’s: Quintessential Austin blues. The late Clifford Antone was instrumental in the creation of Austin’s live music scene. A sure bet for everything music – blues, funk, rock, Americana. Warehouse District. 213 W. 5th  Tickets recommended.
The Backyard: One of the top live music venues in the nation, the Backyard, located in Beecave, TX (approx 30 minutes), hosts top touring acts from around the country. A bit out of the way, but The Backyard is worth the trip. Beecave. Hwy 71 West. Tickets absolutely necessary.
The Belmont: Hip, inviting, and offering multiple environments, the Belmont is a throw back to the Rat-Pack era, with contemporary Austin musicians from varying genres. Relax in the lounge, enjoy the courtyard stage, or look over the city from their rooftop patio. The food is excellent and served late. Warehouse District. 301 W. 6th. No Cover most nights. 

Broken Spoke: The oldest honky-tonk/dance “club” in Austin. This piece of Austin history offers Texas music with a twang. Home to nightly country-western music, local and national acts, and a famous chicken-fried steak.  3 miles. 3201 South Lamar. Cab recommended. Cover at door.
The Continental Club: One of the oldest music establishments in Austin, the Continental Club is classically hip and located in Austin’s trendy SoCo district. This is a short cab ride south of the river. SoCo district. 1315 S. Congress. Short Cab ride. Go early; small venue. Cover at door. 

Cedar Street: This small, outdoor venue is located in the heart of the warehouse district. For those wishing to escape the bustle of 6th street, but still have a fun night, Cedar Street offers live music nightly and a great proximity to restaurants and other bars. Warehouse District. 208 W. 4th. Cover at door.
Elephant Room: The finest jazz lounge in downtown Austin, the Elephant Room brings in nationally, if not traditionally renowned musicians, from legendary to underground. Drawing heavily from connections in the New Orleans jazz scene, this club consistently outshines all other jazz venues in the city. Warehouse District. 315 Congress Ave. Cover at door some nights. 
Emo’s: Be it in the lounge, on the patio, or center stage, this three part venue draws everything alternative – from high school garage-punk acts to the best of Seattle’s rockers. Emo’s offers a diverse selection of hard-hitting bands, and maintains one of the longest running rapports with Austin’s locals. This is where Red River begins. Red River and 6th district boundary. 603 Red River. Cover at door. Small venue when bands are in the lounge. Inquire about all ages shows.  
Flamingo Cantina: For the hippy at heart, the cantina is a minimalist establishment booking the best in local, regional, and national reggae acts. Dread locks, tie-dyes and sandals are the status quo; quality jam and rhythm acts are the staple. A comfortable place to enjoy island and earthy styles. 6th Street. 515 E. 6th. Cover at door. 

Lambert’s: Another relatively new addition to Austin’s downtown nightlife, Lambert’s BBQ (fancy bbq?) offers upscale BBQ and great music nightly. Expect anything from folk to ear-pounding rock ‘n’ roll. Locals and Visitors pack this restaurant and venue each weekend, so go early if you want a good seat. Market District. 401 W. 2nd.  Cover at door.
La Zona Rosa: Hosting nationally acclaimed acts, from every genre, year-round, La Zona is THE indoor/warehouse venue for Austin. Comparable to Stubb’s in both size and the quality of the musicians, the venue offers indoor comfort and reliability. The shows never get cancelled due to bad weather. Warehouse/ West 6th. 612 West 4th. Tickets in advance recommended. Shows sell out quickly and lines at the door can be long. 

Mean Eyed Cat: Named after a Johnny Cash song, the “Cat” is a beer and wine only haunt popular with those seeking to avoid the bustle of downtown and the trendy areas nearby. They serve cold pizza and many other snacks, and the ambiance represents well the juke joint/ shrine to Johnny Cash the bar aspires to be. Enjoy a cold beverage outside under the 500 year old live oak. 1621 West 5th. 2 miles. No cover; no frills. 
MoMo’s: The haven for Austin’s younger americana acts, MoMo’s draws some of the most talented acts and local award winning musicians around. Music nightly and a great patio with a view of the bands and the Austin skyline. West 6th.  618 W. 6th. Cover at door. 

The Parish: A small and intimate venue hosting the bands ranging from the hippest up-and-coming acts to Americana and Jazz legends. Get your tickets well in advance and expect a great show. The only limits affecting the experience here is space. 214 E.6th. Always a cover; Advanced tickets generally needed. 
The Saxon Pub: A brick in Austin’s local live music foundation, the best local acts in Austin stop here weekly. You won’t miss the giant, armored “Saxon” knight out front. There is always potential for an amazing show. 2 miles. 1320  South Lamar. Short Cab ride.  Cover at door.
Speakeasy: The name won’t let you down when trying to find the entrance to this Austin favorite. But, really, it’s not that hard to find, and once you do, expect to find one of the hippest places downtown has to offer. Enjoy the music in the lounge, or the view of downtown from the rooftop patio. A great place to watch from above as the night roles by. Warehouse District. 412 Congress Ave. (entrance in alley behind building). Cover at door. 
Stubb’s: Legendary for its BBQ sauces, but even more so as a top small-outdoor live music amphitheatre, this Austin tradition brings Austin nationally renown acts, as well as the best of the local ones, most nights of the week.  Red River District. 801 Red River. Tickets recommended for major shows. 
Whiskey Bar: Some nights the DJ spins hip-hop, some nights disco, still other nights . . . Whatever the music, Whiskey Bar is a great place to have a drink, dance, or just watch the people from the lounge. A hip, urban setting, attracting Austin’s most party loving crowds. Warehouse District. 303 W. 5th. Cover at door. 

A brief note on the different districts of Austin:

6th Street: Young, vibrant, and world famous for the college crowds. 

Red River: Rock ‘n’ roll, tattoos, and local. 

Warehouse: Young, professional, hip and urban – the new place for the old 6th street crowd. 

Market: Shopping, cafes, limited music. Adjacent to the Warehouse district. 

SoCo: Austin’s most “Austin” district. Eclectic, wild, classic, hip and weird collide. Lots to do and more to see. 
SoFi: (South 1st) Food and Music, washer pits and enchiladas. Great for food and even some live music. 

Barton Springs: Gateway to Austin’s Zilker Park and the Austin City Limits music Festival. Layed back.  

West 6th: A bit more relaxed and upscale than its more popular counterpart. Good food, music, and times. 
